
Welcome,

You were put in this class to improve your reading and writing skills. Good news!

I’m great at helping with that. This year, we are going to read and write a lot. You should

always have something to read (you never know when the mood will strike). Being

literate is so important to every part of your life. You need to read and write well to get

and keep a job, go to college or other post-secondary school, and be a productive

member of society. We will also practice for the STAAR test specifically. If you pass

your test in December, you will earn an elective period back!

We’ll stick (as closely as possible) to a regular schedule each week.

Monday

Current events- We will read current events from the newspaper or from a various news

websites. We will respond in writing, discussion boards, or with in-person discussion. I

will provide topics, but I want to hear your suggestions for topics or articles. Non-fiction

is a big part of the STAAR test, so we’ll practice reading lots of it.

Tuesday

Reading practice- We will read from different genres and topics and do activities that

help our reading and comprehension skills.

Wednesday

STAAR practice- These are the days we’ll practice things that are formatted like STAAR.

Practicing every week will increase your comfort and confidence with the format of the

test.

Thursday

Writing practice- We will practice writing in different genres. I am open to suggestions

for writing activities that will help you, personally. The more you write, the better you’ll

be!

Friday

Work day- You will work on something school-related. If you don’t bring something

productive to do, you will read a book. You will only get credit for the day if you’re



working the whole time. You’re welcome to work on homework with a partner or get

help from me. I will be available to help you during the class period.

Please communicate: I’m on your team, rooting for you, whether you’re in my

classroom every day or not. I want to help you, but I don’t always know what you need.

Please communicate with me and let me know what problems or questions you have

with my class or with anything else. Most teachers are willing to give you grace if you

communicate consistently and professionally.

A uniquely 2021-2022 note: I know it’s going to be hard to get back in the groove of

school again. Last year was weird and not very effective, whether you were in class every

day, learning at home, or not doing anything. At the beginning of this year get in the

habit of:

● sleeping enough- teenagers need 8-10 hours each night. (source)

● coming to school every day on time.

● asking for help (teachers are here FOR YOU).

Grading policy changes:

● We will now have nine-week grading periods instead of six-week grading periods.

● “All make-up work will be completed and turned in during a period not to extend

the number of days of consecutive absence...The student will be responsible for

obtaining and completing the make-up assignments in a satisfactory manner

within the allotted amount of time.” If you know you’re going to be absent, get

work before you go so it can be turned in on time. If you’re absent for any

unforeseen reason, get the work from Canvas so it can be turned in as soon as

you return. Always look in Canvas before you ask me what you missed on a day

you missed school.

● “Late work is eligible to be accepted until the summative assessment is

administered… The maximum grade a student can receive for late work is an 80”

https://www.cdc.gov/healthyschools/features/students-sleep.htm

